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Margo once shared with us that the people we serve breakfast to are NOT 

“homeless people.” They each have a name, family, a story, gifts, hopes, and are 

beloved of God. 
 

So today I want to introduce to you, Victor. Victor is one of the clients that 

regularly comes and receives soup from the SonRise kitchen. He has also been 

helping us at times with loading things in and out of the truck. We call him “the 

ambassador to the SonRise kitchen,” for he helps us connect well with the other 

clients. He tells those that are passing by to come and get some soup and is 

always very friendly, creating a warm open atmosphere. I got to interview him 

the other day. 
 

Victor is an Army vet in his late 50’s, I believe. He was in the Academy for two years and speaks several 

languages. He was educated at the Defense Language Institute and was stationed 2 years on the border of 

Czechoslovakia on the German side. He is very intelligent.  
 

He went to school to be a teacher. But his wife didn’t want him to waste his time at school; rather she wanted 

him to get out working, so he was trained as a carpenter. He currently works as a carpenter when he finds work. 

He does framing, rough, and finish work. He recently shared with us about a fence he was building. 
 

Question: How do these men end up living here in the park and on the levee? 

Victor: “The common denominator is money. They can’t afford a place. Rent is too expensive. Often eight guys 

are living in one room. They live under the bridge sometimes they live in a camper or a car. Often they are 

kicked out and have to move to other places. They want to work but often they don’t have documents or they 

can’t find work. Many of them work in the fields often picking Strawberries and other crops. The biggest 

problem in Santa Cruz County is affordable housing.” 
 

Question: What would help them? 

Victor: “Reduce the prices of rentals. They need access to affordable housing. I’ve tried to do my part to help. I 

was a member of the Board of Directors of the Pajaro CDC, a non-profit [El Pajaro Community Development 

Corp], and Pajaro Valley (Affordable) Housing Corporation.”  
 

Question: What is your dream?  

Victor: “A house by the beach and a nice car…maybe a Tesla. I have big ambitions but very little capacity.” 
 

Victor is separated from his wife. He has three children in Salinas, two of whom already have their own 

families. His youngest is 17 and is already going to college. I told him I was not surprised because he is very 

intelligent and likely gave some of those brains to her. 

To which he humbly replied, “I don’t know about that. If I was so smart I wouldn’t be here.” 
 

Question: What do you think about SonRise Kitchen? 

Victor: “We are very grateful for the support of Margo and the help of SonRise is the best thing that has ever 

happened to us. We appreciate it very much.” 
 

Question: What else could we provide or do through SonRise Kitchen to help people here? 

Victor: “We need help with getting jobs, housing, showers, and immigration help. I would like to help people 

fill out their paperwork if they need it for immigration. But the real issue is stuck in Congress. They need to 

figure this [immigration issue] out”. 

“We don’t want another Simpson-Mazzoli legislation. Passed back when Reagan was president. Simpson was 

the Republican from Wyoming and Mazzoli was the Democrat from New York [actually Kentucky] and they 

got together and passed in 1985 a law [He’s correct on these specifics, except it was passed in 1986. It was an 

Act that made it illegal to hire undocumented immigrants.]. Obama wasn’t able to help us but we are hoping 

Biden can.” 
 

I am grateful to have gotten to know Victor through the SonRise Kitchen. I pray he and the others we serve will 

experience God’s love through us as we serve them and that we can help them have a better life. I pray people 

like Victor can continue to join with us as a partner in determining how to best help those we serve and that he 

could actually help us provide other services and programs. Victor is not a “homeless man;” Victor is our 

friend. I enjoy serving on Wednesday mornings…the joy fills the rest of my day! 
 

God bless you, the wonderful, loving Westview Family! 

Pastor Dan 

 


