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Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere! 
 

George Floyd’s “I can’t breathe” was the voice of Moses crying out, “Let my people Go.” 
 

Dr Martin Luther King Jr wrote the Letter from Birmingham Jail while in jail for 
peaceful protests against segregation in Aug 1963. This letter was his response to a public statement 

of concern and caution issued by eight white religious leaders of the South. Let us take it to heart, 

for many of these words are still relevant today! Below are some meaningful excerpts: 

I am cognizant of the interrelatedness of all communities and states. I cannot sit idly by in Atlanta and not 

be concerned about what happens in Birmingham. Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.   

We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever 

affects one directly affects all indirectly. 
 

You deplore the demonstrations that are presently taking place in Birmingham. But I am sorry that your 

statement did not express a similar concern for the conditions that brought the demonstrations into 

being.   I am sure that each of you would want to go beyond the superficial social analyst who looks 

merely at effects and does not grapple with underlying causes. I would not hesitate to say that it is 

unfortunate that so-called demonstrations are taking place in Birmingham at this time, but I would say in 

more emphatic terms that it is even more unfortunate that the white power structure of this city left 

the Negro community with no other alternative. 
 

We must see the need of having nonviolent gadflies to create the kind of tension in society that will help 

men to rise from the dark depths of prejudice and racism to the majestic heights of understanding and 

brotherhood. So, the purpose of direct action is to create a situation so crisis-packed that it will inevitably 

open the door to negotiation. We know through painful experience that freedom is never voluntarily 

given by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the oppressed.  
 

We must come to see with the distinguished jurist of yesterday that "justice too long delayed is justice 

denied."  We have waited for more than three hundred and forty years for our God-given and 

constitutional rights. 
 

I guess it is easy for those who have never felt the stinging darts of segregation to say "wait." But when 

you have seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers and fathers at will and drown your sisters and brothers at 

whim; when you have seen hate-filled policemen curse, kick, brutalize, and even kill your black brothers 

and sisters with impunity; when you see the vast majority of your twenty million Negro brothers 

smothering in an airtight cage of poverty in the midst of an affluent society. 
 

We will have to repent in this generation not merely for the vitriolic words and actions of the bad people 

but for the appalling silence of the good people. We must come to see that human progress never rolls in 

on wheels of inevitability. It comes through the tireless efforts and persistent work of men willing to be 

coworkers with God, and without this hard work time itself becomes an ally of the forces of social 

stagnation. 
 

But as I continued to think about the matter, I gradually gained a bit of satisfaction from being considered 

an extremist. Was not Jesus an extremist in love? -- "Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, pray 

for them that despitefully use you." Was not Amos an extremist for justice? -- "Let justice roll down like  
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waters and righteousness like a mighty stream." Was not Paul an extremist …and Martin Luther, and John 

Bunyan, and Abraham Lincoln. Was not Thomas Jefferson an extremist? -- "We hold these truths to be 

self-evident, that all men are created equal." So the question is not whether we will be extremist, but what 

kind of extremists we will be. Will we be extremists for hate, or will we be extremists for love? Will we 

be extremists for the preservation of injustice, or will we be extremists for the cause of justice? 
 

In the midst of blatant injustices inflicted upon the Negro, I have watched white churches stand on the 

sidelines and merely mouth pious irrelevancies and sanctimonious trivialities.  
 

We will reach the goal of freedom in Birmingham and all over the nation, because the goal of America is 

freedom. 
 

One day the South will know that when these disinherited children of God sat down at lunch counters 

they were in reality standing up for the best in the American dream and the most sacred values in our 

Judeo-Christian heritage.  –Dr Martin Luther King Jr 

 

 

In light of our country reflecting on systemic racism due to the murder of George Floyd, we have had 

some very enriching Sunday Zoom services in which several of our members have reflected on their own 

experiences of racism and their desires for continued change in our society. You can hear these messages 

at westviewpc.org. 

David Kadotani, Rachel Clark, Marlon Veal, on 6-6-20 

Diane Mio, Evelyn Veal, Albert Rojas on 6-14-20 
 

Let us (1) seek to educate ourselves about the systemic racism that still exists today. Just Google it! Books 

on combating racism are selling out on Amazon! Buy one. (2) Engage in the hard conversations with 

those you love. Speaking truth in love. (3) Pray for peace that comes through justice. (4) Let your voice be 

heard as you vote! 
 

Please pray with me. Gracious God, George Floyd’s “I can’t breathe” was the voice of Moses crying out, 

“Let my people Go.” May the great awakening continue until all God’s beautiful Black children are set 

free, and not just treated equally but cherished--not just treated equally in the courts, jails, housing, 

education, employment, pay, healthcare, and representation in politics, but fully embraced for their 

beauty, uniqueness, and invaluable contribution. 

Thank you, God for our Black brothers and sisters, thank you for all our brothers and sisters in all our 

varied colors and types, what a beautiful family you have given us for this journey of life. 

Amen 
 

It is an honor and a joy to be part of such a beautiful, loving, diverse Westview Family! 

God bless you and may the love of God enfold you! 

-Pastor Dan 
 


